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POLICY

4.23
REFERRAL PROCESS FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION

In compliance with the regulations of the Vermont Special Education Rules and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, any person may make a student referral.  The student may be referred by parents, classroom teacher, support services teacher, guidance counselor, school administrator, social worker, physician, judicial officer, legal guardian, school nurse, student (18 years of age or older), and others.

This referral can be made by contacting the student's teacher, guidance counselor, school administrator, or the support services teacher assigned to the student's grade level or teaching team.  The school staff member receiving the referral will document the request in writing.  The person making the request (if it is not the parents who are making the request) will notify the parents that their son/daughter has been referred for an evaluation.

All referrals go first to the building based educational support team.  Unless it is apparent that the disability or the deficiencies of the student are severe and need more comprehensive remediation more immediately, the educational support team should gather pertinent information and develop a plan of support for the student as soon as possible.  If this plan is unsuccessful or if there is a clear and immediate need for evaluation, a meeting should be held to develop an evaluation plan.  Once questions for the evaluation have been set forth, the team can determine whether the evaluation constitutes a referral for special education or simply diagnostic testing.  In either case, written parental permission must be obtained prior to the testing.

It is the policy of the Franklin Northeast Supervisory Union and its member districts to view the evaluation process as a means through which to answer questions with respect to a student's academic and social functioning, and to assist in the development of a remediation program rather than only as a means through which students are identified for special education services.

