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POLICY                         

4.24
Participation of Special Education Students in Assessments Policy

Policy:  The Department mandates statewide assessments for all children.  School districts may conduct district-wide assessments as often as they deem necessary.  Whenever statewide or district-wide assessments are conducted, children who are receiving special education services shall be included in them with appropriate accommodations and modifications in test administration, as necessary.  This policy complies with the IDEA-B regulations including 34 CFR §300.138.  Procedures to implement this policy comply with the IDEA-B regulations including 34 CFR §300.139.

Procedures:

a.
The Department published assessment guidelines for standard, accommodated, adapted/modified, and alternate life skills assessments.

b. Individualized education program (IEP) teams must document in the student’s IEP, the team’s decision-making process for determining that the student requires accommodations, adaptations/modifications or an alternate assessment.  Parents, as members of the IEP team, will be included in the decision-making.

c. Accommodations allowed on statewide assessments are published each year for school districts’ use.  This information must be used to determine which accommodations may be necessary to enable a student to participate in the assessment. 

d. Eligibility documents for an alternate assessment must be completed and placed in the student’s file.

e. Schools must use the alternate assessment instrument provided by the Department for all students who need to take an alternate assessment.

f. Special education compliance monitoring will review IEP team compliance with these requirements.

g. The Department will make reports relating to statewide assessment results available to the public.  In implementing the requirements of 34 CFR §300.138, the Department shall make available to the public, and report to the public, assessment results.

