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5.3                  INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC GUIDELINES POLICY

Participation in the interscholastic athletic program at Bakersfield Elementary & Middle School is a privilege afforded to any fifth through eighth grader.  In accepting this privilege, the student athlete also accepts these guidelines:  the coaching staff's general expectations in regards to academic standing, attendance, decor, and acceptable behavior on and off the field of play.

Academic standing is foremost in our concern for the student athlete.  Students who are not passing required subjects will not be allowed to participate on interscholastic sports teams until they are passing required subject areas  Grades of all team members will be checked at Progress Report Time, scheduled halfway between each marking period.

Students must have had a sports physical within two years of the current sports season in order to either practice and/or play in games.  A written note from a doctor stating the last physical date is required.

Any student who is absent from school due to illness or unexcused absence during the day of a practice or game will not be permitted to attend the sports event (practice or game) that afternoon or evening.

A student’s grade placement will determine which team he/she will be eligible to participate on.  Students in grades five and six must participate on a 5/6 team, and students in grades seven and eight must participate on 7/8 teams.  The only exception will occur when a 7/8 team does not have an adequate number of participants.  In that case, the coach and principal may choose to open up participation to all sixth graders of that gender.  If, after allowing sixth graders the opportunity to play on the 7/8 team, there are still not enough players to make a team, the 7/8 players on that team may participate on the team of the opposite gender in accordance with Title IX or the principal may look for other options such as combining with another team or school.

Pride in being a team member and a representative of Bakersfield Elementary & Middle School is displayed through decorum.  On days of scheduled games it has been traditional that team members be dressed in neat attire so that the rest of the student body has a chance to see and take pride in their student athletes.  It is the coaching staff's wish to continue this tradition, as it has been a positive reflection of the type of athlete that represents interscholastic athletics at Bakersfield Elementary & Middle School. 

Positive behavior and good sportsmanship are both qualities athletes are expected to possess.  Misbehavior on bus trips to other schools, during practice, or at scheduled games will not be tolerated and may result in removal from the team.  It is the coaching staff's aim to promote sportsmanship and fair play both at home and away practices, scrimmages, and games.

Finally, the Bakersfield Elementary & Middle School coaching staff has spent many hours of planning and implementing training to prepare the student athlete for competition.  We would like to remind each participant the use of "protective equipment" such as mouth guards, shin guards, proper footwear, and anything else deemed necessary for the athlete's safety and well being while participating in practices or games should not be taken lightly.  The required use of protective equipment is designed to minimize serious injury.  Failure to use these types of protective measures will, in most cases, result in the coach not playing those who do not comply.
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The above guidelines are strongly endorsed by each member of the coaching staff.  Understanding and adherence of these expectations will help each student athlete develop self-discipline, team spirit, and a strong desire to be part of a winning effort at Bakersfield Elementary & Middle School.

I have read and understand these guidelines._____________________________________

Parent's initials_______________.

