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                 EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH

Schools which carry out educational research and investigation must do so with respect and concern for the dignity and welfare of the people who participate and must recognize professional standards for research with student/family participants.


1.  
PLANNING THE STUDY


     
The Principal has the responsibility to make evaluation of the plan 


     
of study's ethical acceptability.



1.1
When there is a question of conflict between scientific and




human values, the Principal has an obligation to observe 




safeguards to protect, at all times, the rights of student/family




participants.



1.2
The investigator must establish a clear and fair agreement 




with research participants (or their parents), prior to their 




participation, that clarifies the obligations and responsibilities




of each.  The researcher had the obligation to honor all promises




and commitments included in that agreement.



1.3
Methodological requirements of a study may make the use of 




concealment or deception study, the researcher has a special




responsibility to:





1.3.1
determine whether the use of such techniques is 






justified by the study's educational value;





1.3.2
determine whether alternative procedures are






available which do not use concealment or 






deception;





1.3.3
insure that the participants are provided with 






sufficient explanation as soon as is possible.



1.4
The researcher respects the individual’s freedom to decline to




participate in the study or to withdraw from the research at




any time.



1.5
After the data are collected, the investigator 



  
provides the student /family with information




about the nature of the study and attempts to




remove any misconceptions which may have arisen.



1.6
Information obtained about a research participant




during the course of an investigation is confidential




unless otherwise agreed upon in advance.  When




the possibility exists that others may obtain access to 




such information, this possibility, together with the 




plans for protecting confidentiality, is explained to the




student/family as part of the procedure for obtaining




informed consent.
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2. 
DEFINITIONS




2.1
Educational Research:





Educational research is a form of scientific inquiry.





Educational research is a way for professionals in





the field of education to develop new knowledge 





about teaching, learning and administration.  It is





the goal of educational research to improve 





educational practice.  Educational research is a 





"diligent search of inquiry; scientific investigation and 





study to discover facts" (Webster, 1980).  Research





serves two purposes: (1) description and (2) 





exploration of relationships between variables.




2.2
Informed Consent:





The protection of individual privacy in educational





research involves two factors:  the consent of the 





individual/family as to what will be disclosed to the 





researcher, and the confidential use of research 





data to be collected on students.  The researcher 





should obtain the individual/family's consent before





gathering data.




2.3
Confidentiality:





Once a research database has been established, 





the researcher should make certain that no one has





access to the data except the researcher, co-investigators





and the Central Office planning team.  Whenever 





possible, names of subjects should be substituted





with codes to insure confidentiality.

2.4
Privacy Rights of Parents and Students in accordance with the Family Educational Right to Privacy Act.



3.
RESEARCH PLAN APPROVAL




3.1
All plans for research must include the building level 





administrator.


3.2
Prior to implementation of any research plan,
approval must be secured from the Superintendent or designee.  Approval will be based on a clear statement of the plan, documentation of ethical considerations, plans for evaluation of and statement of the need for said research and plans for dissemination of findings to appropriate parties.




3.3
The Prudential Committee will be provided with a copy of 



the finished product of such study.

