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       Internet (GovNet) Acceptable Use Policy

What is the Internet?

The Internet, and the World Wide Web in particular, are important educational tools which provide students and staff members access to a vast array of resources from around the globe.  On a global network, however, it is impossible to control all materials and a student may happen on inappropriate sites, deliberately or by accident.  

There are three basic elements of the Internet.  The biggest component of the Internet is the people, or users. Secondly, the information that the users desire and share.  Thirdly, the working parts are the computers, phone lines, modems, and other miscellaneous hardware which do the work.

How students and teachers use the Internet.


*  using e-mail


*  school research projects


*  interchanging ideas


*  getting to know people universally


*  connecting people and companies around the world


*  getting information on latest technology


*  resource similar to a library


*  receiving pictures, words, videos


*  sharing and giving information


*  accessing the world

How it will be used in the classroom and library media center.


*  accessing the world


*  interchanging ideas


*  getting information on latest exploration


*  sharing and giving information

Use of the Internet is a privilege not a right.

SAFETY GUIDELINES

To avoid being stalked, do not give out your last name, home address or your phone number.

SECURITY

Passwords:  Poor passwords are the most common way systems are compromised.  To help us maintain a properly secure system, please follow these password guidelines:


1.  Keep good passwords.


2.  Always log out when you are done.


3.  Change your password often but do not follow a pattern.

4. Do not give anyone your password.
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NETWORK SAFETY

As students, faculty and staff become increasingly involved with Internet publishing, it is necessary to have a permission form signed by parents or guardians to allow student first names, last initials (only), works and pictures to be displayed.  No individual photograph of a student, or group photo in which students are individually identified, should be published on the Internet.  In the case of students, no personal information will be published on the Internet, including the mailing address, e-mail address, phone number, biographical or autobiographical information.

Students should never agree to meet, in person, anyone with whom they have corresponded unless accompanied by an adult they know and trust.

In the event that a published Web site has been created by a student in a non-school environment, that site may be worked on in a school environment only if it does not contain identifiable information as defined above.

STAFF AND STUDENT USERS:

Users are expected to abide by the generally accepted rules of network etiquette. These include the following:

· Be polite. Do not write or send abusive, harassing or inappropriate messages to others.

· Use appropriate language. Do not swear, use vulgarities or any other inappropriate language.

· Do not reveal a personal address or phone number or those of students or colleagues.

· Note that e-mail is not guaranteed to be private.  People who operate the system do have access to all e-mail.

· Messages relating to, or in support of, illegal activities may be reported to the authorities.

· Comply with all School District rules and policies regarding personal conduct and behavior.

Student Users:

· may not intentionally introduce a computer virus;

· may not use the network for personal financial or commercial gain or, personal political action or solicitation;

· may not intentionally damage the system, damage information not belonging to you, misuse system sources, or allow others to do so;

U.S. LAWS

*  It is a violation of the law to access any network files, documents, applications, etc., or to send or receive copyrighted material without authorization.

*  Do not use the Internet for any illegal purpose.
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NETIQUETTE represents the implied rules of the Internet.  It is a lot like table manners and is used so that electronic communication can occur without upsetting other people.  For example, you cannot use chain mail or chain letters, offensive language, use of Internet for personal financial gain, or masquerade (pretending to be someone you are not).

PARENTS MUST UNDERSTAND THAT THEIR CHILD MAY ENCOUNTER MATERIAL IN A NETWORK/BULLETIN BOARD THAT THEY MAY CONSIDER INAPPROPRIATE (pornography, vulgar jokes, statements of belief that some may consider immoral, etc.).  The student is responsible for not pursuing this material that could be considered offensive.

Penalties and repercussions of violating these guidelines may include:


1.  Loss of computer privileges.


2.  Administrative warning.


3.  Possible suspension. 

By signing the Montgomery Acceptable Use Policy, you acknowledge that you:


*  Understand the rules and regulations of this Acceptable Use Policy.


*  Realize that if the rules are violated, your Internet privilege may be canceled.


*  There may be no second chances.

------------------------------------------------------------------

This agreement will be in effect until the student graduates from Montgomery Elementary School.

SIGNATURES:


Student:  





Date:  






Parent:  





Date:  






Teacher:  





Date:  





